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Gold                         56/80

Sustainable Sites                    9/16

Water Efficiency                       5/7

Energy & Atmosphere                13/17

Materials & Resources                   7/13

Indoor Environmental Quality             16/21

Innovation & Design                                         6/6

*Out of a possible 80 points

The information provided is based on that stated in the LEED® 

project certification submittals. USGBC and Chapters do not 

warrant or represent the accuracy of this information. Each 

building’s actual performance is based on its unique design, 

construction, operation, and maintenance. Energy efficiency 

and sustainable results will vary.



PROJECT PROFILE

Hillcrest Primary scHool

PrOjeCt BaCkgrOUnD
Designed to serve 650 early childhood through grade 2 students, the new 145,789-square-foot, 

two-story Hillcrest Primary School replaces the 1918 Lincoln elementary School which severely 

exceeded the population capacity of 250 students. Overcrowding teachers to instruct classes 

off carts and in the hallways. there was no space allocated for a library, gymnasium, art room, or 

music room, requiring the Shawano School District to lease these spaces from an adjacent private 

parochial school.  the school was also not aDa accessible and was energy inefficient.  a new 

primary school enabled Shawano School District to resolve the elementary student enrollment 

conflict that had occurred between Lincoln and other elementary school, Olga Brener, located two 

blocks away.  In addition to building a new sustainable primary school, Olga Brener was expanded 

and renovated in an environmentally-friendly fashion, including the replacement of the HVaC and 

lighting systems to increase overall energy efficiency.  Olga Brener now serves students in grades 3 

through 5.  Both projects focused on high quality, longevity, and decreased operational costs.

StrategIeS anD reSULtS 
the main focus of the new primary school was to provide a healthy learning environment that 

would enhance the educational experience for the children while teaching them the importance of 

environmental responsibility.  Hillcrest Primary School’s high efficiency building envelope, energy-

efficient lighting and controls system, and geothermal heating and cooling system is 45.6% more 

efficient than a conventional school, yielding a total annual energy savings of $95,244.  additional 

strategies that contribute to the overall energy efficiency include building orientation, exterior sun 

shelves, natural daylighting, and the idea of building the two-story school into the side of a hill, 

which allows the main level (west side) of the facility to be at ground level, as well as the lower level 

(east side). 

the ventilation system is filtered by MerV filtration contributing to high indoor air quality and 

enhancing the health and well-being of the staff and students. Low-emitting materials also 

contribute to enhanced air quality.  each classroom was acoustically modeled to provide the best 

opportunity for communication and connects the staff and students to the natural environment.  

Over15% of the materials have a pre- and post-consumer recycle content and over 50% of the 

materials were regionally harvested and manufactured.  nearly 79% of the wood purchased for 

the facility is FSC certified.  throughout the construction process, the on-site team implemented a 

construction indoor air quality plan and a construction waste management plan, which resulted in 

diverting nearly 92% (752 tons) of waste from the landfill, reintroducing the construction materials 

into the manufacturing process.  By reusing and refurbishing existing classroom furniture, the 

District was able to save over $167,000, allowing them to finish spaces that were originally planned 

to be built-out in the future. 

the large open site is naturally vegetated with native and/or adaptive planting to avoid the water 

usage for irrigation needs. a stormwater detention pond has become an excellent teaching 

opportunity. to further increase water efficiency, low-flow plumbing fixtures were selected, 

resulting in a 46% decrease in water usage, saving over 486,000 gallons of water annually.

aBOUt HILLCreSt PrIMarY SCHOOL
Hillcrest Primary School is located on a 20.5 acre site on the east side of Shawano.  the site was 

chosen due to its close proximity to the high school, middle school and Olga Brener elementary 

School.  additionally, the site was selected to accommodate the growing population and to serve 

as a community center for the residential neighborhood.  It was also selected due to the location of 

existing municipal utilities (water and sewer) at the property line, energy efficiency opportunities 

that allowed the building to be built into the slope of the hill and to incorporate a geothermal heat 

pump system into the facility. Hillcrest Primary School is one of the first primary schools in the 

nation to seek LeeD certification under the LeeD for Schools 2007 rating system.

aBOUt MIrOn COnStrUCtIOn CO., InC.
Miron Construction Co., Inc., headquartered in neenah, Wisconsin, with regional offices in 

Madison, Wausau and Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and Cedar rapids, Iowa, has been providing 

professional construction services to clients throughout the Midwest (with an expanded 

geographical reach across the U.S.) for over ninety years. Miron Construction Co., Inc., is 

currently listed 112th among all general contractors in the United States (based on sales and revenue 

figures for 2009) by Engineering News Record. For more information, visit miron-construction.com. 

 

owner:  Shawano School District 

leeD® Project admin: Miron Construction Co., Inc. 

energy modeler:  CDH Energy  

meP engineers:  Somerville, Inc.  

interior Design:  Target Commercial Interiors 

commissioning agent:  CDH Energy 

architect:  Somerville, Inc. 

construction mngr:  Miron Construction Co., Inc. 

Project size:  145,789 square feet 

Project Budget:  $20,814,000
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aBOUt LeeD
the LeeD® green Building rating System™ 

is the national benchmark for the design, 

construction, and operations of high-

performance green buildings. Visit the U.S. 

green Building Council’s web site at  

usgbc.org to learn more about LeeD® and 

green building.
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“From the very start of our planning 

and building process, our community 

was committed to a Green design and 

sustainable building.  i am so proud to 

be a small part of a commitment that will 

set an example for our students, staff and 

community for many, many years to come.  

receiving the leeD Gold certification 

shows what can be accomplished when we 

all work together.”

               todd carlson, District administrator


